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Nation Ford High School Marching Band 
Board of Directors 

2019-2020 
 
 
 

President:  Mark Keenen 
(704) 307-1039 

   Bandpresident@yahoo.com 
 
Vice-President: Gretchen Whitesell  Co-Vice President: Shawna Lee Irish 
   (803) 517-7117     (843) 343-3374 
                            nfhsbandvp@gmail.com                                           irish1011@hotmail.com  
      
 
         
Secretary:   Sarah Keenen 
    (803) 394-2410 
                 smkeenen@yahoo.com 
 
 
Treasurer:  Dorothy Shiakallis 
   (803) 207-6751 
   dorihanna@hotmail.com 
 
At-Large:  Kathy Cox 
   (585) 967-1302 
   Kath8cox@gmail.com 
 

Steve Loser 
   (704) 578-6714 
   stevenloser@ymail.com 
 
                             Lori McBride 
                         (803) 984-6131 
   landkmcbride@gmail.com  
 
   Stephanie Whitcher 
   (704) 954-4466 
   sdwitcher@comporium.net  
    
    
 
 
    
    

mailto:Bandpresident@yahoo.com
mailto:sdwitcher@comporium.net


 3 

 
 

Nation Ford High School Marching Band 
Band Directors  & Executive Secretary 

2019-2020 
 

 
Band Directors:  Ray Linkous 
    1400 A.O. Jones Blvd 
    Fort Mill, SC  29715 

(803) 835-0000  
    linkousr@fortmillschools.org 
 
    Marshall Woody 
    1400 A.O. Jones Blvd 
    Fort Mill, SC  29715 

(803) 835-0000  
woodym@fortmillschools.org  

 
FMMS Band Director: Connie Grantham 
    200 Springfield Pkwy 
    Fort Mill, SC  29715 
    (803) 547-5553 
    GranthamC@fortmillschools.org  
 
SFMS Band Director:  Andrew Krieger 
    1711 Springfield Pkwy 
    Fort Mill, SC  29715 
    (803) 548-8199 
    Kriegera@fortmillschools.org  
 
Co-Executive Secretary: Bob Hessler 
    nafoband@gmail.com 
    Fort Mill District Band Booster Club (FMDBBC) 
    P. O. Box 611 
    Fort Mill, SC  29716 
 
    Nancy Minnix 
    nafocharms@gmail.com 
 
 
 

mailto:woodym@fortmillschools.org
mailto:GranthamC@fortmillschools.org
mailto:Kriegera@fortmillschools.org
mailto:nafoband@gmail.com
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Objectives & Membership 
 

The objective of the Fort Mill District Band Booster Club (FMDBBC) shall be to support the Fort Mill School 
district band programs in a manner as follows: 
 
 Create a closer relationship between parents, students and band directors while helping foster a 

deeper interest in music. 
 Help foster a deeper interest in music within the students, parents and community. 
 Create a working relationship with the bands, parents and community as a whole. 
 Associate itself with and assist in the financial betterment of the bands. 
 Uphold the administration in all matters and things pertinent to the bands to be and to remain 

within the jurisdiction of the school system and the band director(s). 
 To be organized exclusively for educational purposes. 
 
The membership shall consist of parents of high school and middle school band members, interested 
patrons (members of the community who actively support the band program), the band director(s) and 
school principal(s). 

Committees 
 

Please contact any board member for information on chairing or helping a committee.  Below is a list of the 
available committees.  Thanks for your on-going support! 
 

Non-Fundraising Committees 
(Accountable to President) 

Chaperones 
Football games, band competitions, etc. 
 
Band Camp 
Week of 9 a.m. – 9 p.m. – assist with meals, medical tent, etc. 
 
Color Guard Liaison 
Assist color guard instructor & work with uniform sizing, flag sewing & chaperone arrangements. 
 
8th Grade Football Night 
Students from Fort Mill Middle & Springfield Middle School get to sit in the stands with the Nation Ford 
Band and play pep music at a football game. 
 
End of Year Band Party 
 
Hospitality 
Organizing social events and/or meals for the students. 
 
Website, Email & Phone Communication 
 
Pit Crew 
Loading, unloading instruments/props; construction of props.  Travel with the band. 
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Region Band 
Typically in February – hosted at Nation Ford. 
 
Uniforms/Accessories 
Measuring & fitting of uniforms & accessories. 
 
Band Store 
A support service provided by the club for the purpose of purchasing Nation Ford High School band 
paraphernalia. 
 

Fundraising Committees 
(Accountable to Vice President) 

 
Marching Band Exhibition 
A friendly exhibition hosted by Nation Ford inviting area bands to participate.   
 
Fruit/Pastry Sale 
Annual event where each student is asked to take orders for fruit/pastry from a supplier the Board has 
chosen.    Orders are typically taken in late-October or early November, and the fruit is shipped in early 
December. 
 
Spring/Fall Fundraisers (Oyster Roast, Silent Auction, Mattress Fundraiser) 
These events are held once or twice a year somewhere in the Fort Mill area. 
 
Strawberry Festival 
Typically held in May, and the band club provides volunteers to assist with the festival. 
 
Silent Auction 
We are looking for people to act as committee members and also people willing to help solicit auction items.  
We will also need people to help work the night of the event.   
 
 
 

Student Credit Accounts 
 
The Student Credit Account system was established to provide individual members and parents some 
financial relief with regard to band fees.  A percentage of the profits earned through some fundraiser events 
are allocated to the individual student for his/her use to assist with paying certain band fees through the 
established point system. 
 
For on-going fundraising activities (example:  Panthers), each hour of volunteer service will generate one 
(1) student credit point.  One student credit point = a value of $2.00.  When an entire hour is not worked, 
¼ point will be earned for each 15 minutes worked.  Fractions will be rounded to the nearest 15 minutes. 
 
For one-time fundraising activities (fruit sale), each box of fruit sold will generate student credit points.  
The number of points earned per item sold will be determined and announced prior to the event by the 
Committee Chairperson or Vice-President. 
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Earned points will be deposited into Student Credit Accounts, and these points can be applied towards 
outstanding band fees.  Points may not be used to purchase band store items or uniform accessories.  
Student credit points may not be used by anyone other than a band student.  Account status reports are 
mailed and/or emailed to families monthly.  Any questions about a student’s account should be directed to 
the Executive Secretary. 
 
Student credit points may be carried over year-to-year by the same student.  If a student is graduating or 
leaving the program, his/her account will remain active if a sibling is in the band program.  Student credit 
points may be transferred to another student at any time by notifying the Executive Secretary (email or 
letter).  Seniors must request point transfers no later than one month prior to graduation.  If a student 
graduating or leaving the band program has not requested a transfer of points, all points remaining in 
his/her account will automatically be transferred to the Hardship Account. 
 

Fees 
 

It does take money to run the band program and keep it at the level the students, parents, school district 
and community expect.  Fundraising activities do provide a large portion of the funds for the band program.  
The amount of fees is determined on an annual basis. 
 
Students must pay required band fees (band camp, uniform fees, accessories, instrument fees, etc.) before 
points or money will be accepted for non-mandatory/optional band trips.  Students not paying required 
band fees by established deadlines may be ineligible to participate in any trips or events. 
 
If you find yourself in a difficult financial situation, please do not hesitate to contact the band director.  A 
payment schedule may be discussed that works not only for you but the booster club. 
 
 Fall Marching & Color Guard 

A yearly fee that covers the following expenses:  band camp, marching band show, marching 
competitions and uniforms.  This fee can vary from year to year based on the competition schedule, 
and if there are any overnight trips.  These fees can be reduced by using Student Credit Points. 
 

 Fall Accessories 
Separate fee that covers the cost for gloves, shoes, etc.    Accessories may be used over the years and 
are generally ordered during band camp.  Student credit points are not allowed to purchase 
accessories. 

 
 Instrument Maintenance 

Annual fee per student is due if the student is using a school owned and maintained instrument 
including percussion equipment.  This fee is not per instrument but rather per student regardless 
how many school instruments the student uses throughout the year. These instruments do not 
belong to the students.  It is expected that the student will be diligent with caring for their school 
issued instrument (as well as any personally owned instrument).  Failure to properly and regularly 
maintain a school owned instrument may result in repair fees at the expense of the student. 
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 Wind Symphony Trip (if scheduled) 
A fee that covers the costs for the wind symphony and/or concert band trips that includes but is not 
limited to transportation, food, entry fees, accommodations, etc. 
 
 

 Region Band & Solo/Ensemble 
A fee set by the SCBDA (South Carolina Band Directors Association) that covers the costs to 
participate in the region band tryouts and solo/ensemble competition. 
 

 Winter Guard 
A fee to participate in the winter guard program that covers the costs but is not limited to 
transportation, music, program, instruction, uniform, entry fees, accommodations, etc. (food not 
included). 
 

 Winter Percussion Ensemble 
A fee to participate in the percussion ensemble program that covers the costs but is not limited to 
transportation, music, program, instruction, uniform, entry fees, accommodations, etc. (food not 
included). 
 

All fees can be mailed to the following: 
 
Fort Mill District Band Booster Club, Inc. (FMDBBC) 
P. O. Box 611 
Fort Mill, SC  29716 
 

Or placed in the mailbox just inside the band director’s office.  You may also pay your fees online on the 
website using Paypal or by logging in to your Charms account at www.charmsoffice.com. 
 

* Write your child’s name, school name, and what the payment is for on the check * 
This booster club represents many different schools. 

 
Do not give payments to anyone else! 

 

Schedule / Events / Competitions 
 

 Band Camp 
Band camp is held each Summer prior to the first day of school.  Pre-camp rehearsals/practices will 
be held before Band Camp.  Band Camp (the week from 9 a.m. – 9 p.m.) is mandatory to be a 
member of the marching band.  Pre-camp typically takes place the last two weeks in July, and band 
camp is usually the first week in August (dates are tentative to change).  After band camp, there will 
be scheduled band practices until the first day of school.  It is obvious to every successful team and 
organization that the most common characteristic of success is great attendance.  It is understood 
that family plans can conflict with music camp.  We ask that you communicate those conflicts in 
advance.  Last minute absences may affect the students standing and could prevent them from 
performing with the competitive marching band. 
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 Band Contests 
The band performs in several marching band contests (exhibitions, competitions, Bands of America 
events & SC state contests) each year during the Fall and several concert festivals and competitions 
in the Winter/Spring.  Participation in these events provides extra motivation to strive for 
excellence, raise the quality of performance, and it offers an opportunity to gauge the band’s 
progress and to gain recognition. 
 

 Region Band 
Open to all band students through auditions held in early January.  The best auditions in the region 
are selected for two bands (Clinic 9th & 10th) (Senior 11th & 12th).  These groups will rehearse and 
perform one weekend in February.  Since Nation Ford hosts this event, we run concessions and 
perform other duties as deemed necessary by the band directors. 
 

 All-State Band 
The best Region Band auditions are invited to audition for All-State Band.  This group will rehearse 
and perform one weekend at Furman University.  The students selected for All-State do not perform 
at Region Band. 
 

 Concert Festival 
Typically held in late-March or early April.  It is required that all Wind Symphony and Symphonic 
Band members participate.  The band is evaluated by a panel of adjudicators who gauge the band’s 
ability to perform good concert literature and to perform sight reading.  Wind Symphony Attire:  
female students wear a black, polyester blend, long sleeve, scoop neck, floor length dress with dress 
shoes; male students wear tuxedos, black dress shoes and black socks.  Symphonic Band Attire:  
announced by director but generally white or black top and black bottoms with black shoes.  ** Do 
not purchase attire until it is decided & communicated by the band director ** 
 

 Solo & Ensemble 
Open to all band members who wish to complete a solo, duet or small ensemble for evaluation by 
an adjudicator and is usually held in April.  If Solo & Ensemble is hosted by one of our booster club 
schools, we help with concessions and perform other duties as deemed necessary by the band 
directors. 

 
 Concerts 

The band has a Holiday Concert in December, and a Spring Concert in May. 
 

 Graduation 
The band will play at graduation and it is mandatory for all students unless a family member is 
graduating AND prior notice/approval is granted by the Band Director.  This performance is the 
final test grade for the semester.  Failure to attend will affect a student’s final grade if not approved 
in advance. 

 
 Community Events / Parades 

The band performs in the annual Fort Mill Christmas Parade in early December.  All parades and 
community events are mandatory unless excused (prior notice & approval) by the band director. 
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 Winter Guard 
An activity which students audition to participate during the winter months.  This involves a series 
of competitions across many locations.  Additional fees do apply. 
 

 Winter Percussion Ensemble 
An activity which students audition to participate during the winter months.  This involves a series 
of competitions across many locations.  Additional fees do apply. 

 

 
 
 

Communication 
 
 Monthly Booster Meeting 

This is monthly meeting that occurs on the last Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. that is open to all 
parents and members of the community.  This forum is a face-to-face avenue for parents and the 
community to keep informed about upcoming events, accomplishments and other information.  
Updates are provided by the President, Vice-President, Treasurer, Committee Chairpersons and 
Band Director. 
 

 Website 
The band’s website is used to keep parents, students and the community in touch with committee 
chairpersons, upcoming events and all band activities (http://nationfordband.com/). 

 
 Email Blast 

The club will send out (every week/other week depending on schedule) email blasts to inform 
family of all upcoming events and other information. 
 

 Phone 
Activated by the President, Vice-President, committee chairpersons or Band Director at certain 
times (volunteer requests, special events, etc.) to pass on pertinent information concerning any 
band function and/or information. 
 

 Miscellaneous Information Sheets 
During the school year, the band director will place information sheets for the students and families 
on the table just outside the band director’s office.  These items will contain information such as trip 
itineraries, region band information, solo/ensemble information, etc.  Please encourage your 
student to check the table regularly especially a few days before events.   ** Trip itineraries are 
typically distributed 3-5 days before the trip ** 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

http://nationfordband.com/
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Four Year Academic Plan as a Band Student 
 

There are many misconceptions of whether a student can fulfill all of their graduation requirements as well 
as participating in the band.  That answer is an absolute “yes”.  At the end of this packet, we have included 
an example of a Four Year Academic Plan for a band student as well as a Four Year Academic Plan for a 
student not participating in band.  As you will be able to see, our band students can meet all of their 
academic requirements as well as take AP classes. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Miscellaneous Items / Questions 
 

This document is not intended to answer everything about the band program.  If you have questions or 
concerns during any part of the year, please do not hesitate to ask someone.  Other key items to remember: 
 
 Visit the website for information - http://nationfordband.com/ 
 The booster club works hard with the band directors to communicate as soon as events are 

scheduled.  This means the calendar is updated frequently and events do change. 
 Check your student’s Charms account for payments, the calendar and to sign up to work events.  

www.charmsoffice.com or through the portal on our website above. 
 Get involved by attending booster meetings, concerts, competitions and marching practices. 
 Email a booster club board member if you have questions. 
 Want to make a donation – goods, services or money?  Please contact the band director, board 

member or committee chairperson. 
 First rule in band - - if your student is on-time?  They are late.  Please make sure your student is 

aware of practice times and events. 
 HAVE FUN!  Band is a great opportunity not only for your student, it is a complete family affair.  Stay 

involved & meet new people. 

http://nationfordband.com/
http://www.charmsoffice.com/

